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Sugar Sammy

AMAN#STYLE

SINCE HIS DEBUT AS A COMEDIAN, SUGAR SAMMY HASYET TO LEAVE ANYONE FEELING INDIF-
FERENT. HIS ALLURE IS AS STRKING AS HIS CAUSTIC HUMOUR HIS INDIAN ORIGINS, CHILDHOOD
IN A MULTIETHNIC MONTREAL NEIGHBOURHOOD,AND HIS EDUCATION IN FRANCOPHONE
SCHOOLS HAVE CONTRBUTED TO HIS UNIQUE APPRECIATION FOR CANADIAN CULTURE HE
DOES NOT HESITATETO DRAW FROMTHIS POSITION TO PAINT AN IRREVERENT ALBEIT ALWAYS
FAIR PORTRAIT OF OUR BEHAVIOUR AND OUR MANY CONTRADICTIONS. ONTHE EVE OF HIS
DEPARTURE FOR PARIS,HE LET US IN ON HIS PASSION FOR STYLE AND ELEGANCETHERE IS NO
DOUBT THAT HIS IRONIC HUMOURWILLWIN OVERTHE HEARTS OF THE FRENCH,ASWELL

By Stéphane Le Duc

Sugar Sammy made his mark in Canada and in the in-
ternational scene before gaining any success in Quebec.
Sammy became known on European, Asian, African, and
even Middle Eastern stages for his traditional American
stand-up style. It was only a matter of time until he cap-
tured the hearts of the people of Quebec. In 2013, he be-
came the first Anglophone artist to bring home that year’s
Best Show and Comedian of the Year awards at Que-
bec’s prestigious Olivier comedy awards. “I'm touched to
know that Montrealers and Quebecers identify with my
humour. | didn’t think that I'd be in this position, because,
only four years ago, | was doing my shows in English
abroad; | wasn’t sure that my humour would be pertinent
in Quebec. It’s proof that they appreciate my point of view
and my vision of Quebec society. The producers didn’t
believe in creating a bilingual show, but | felt that people
would understand and appreciate this type of show.”

Sugar Sammy is also a man who cares about his im-
age. He belongs to a generation of men concerned
with their appearance and the image they project. Very
active on social media, he is always aware of the com-
ments he posts and the clothes he wears. Red carpet
events don’t scare him. The fact that he wore a differ-
ent suit to each Canadian award ceremony is proof of
his elegance. He wore a low-key business suit to the
afternoon ceremony and a more refined Zegna suit to
the evening one. “| adapt to each gala. For example,
for the Gala Artis, which is a major event, | was in an
old Hollywood spirit. | wore a Zegna tuxedo that was
fitted, with a bow tie, and an Eton shirt with buttons
that were hidden by the lapel of the shirt; | thought it
was very chic. For the Olivier, | wore a three-piece suit,
because not many people wear them anymore, and
| find it funny to make it less formal by putting a silk
handkerchief in the pocket instead of wearing a tie. It's
important that | pay attention to detail, because the

people who organize these events, with the red carpet
and the superb decor, put in a lot of effort, too. We
don’t have the opportunity to dress like this everyday,
so we should take advantage of it.”

Over the years, Sugar Sammy’s fashion sense has
developed, as has his understanding of clothing. Al-
though he tries to be classic, he continues to be more
and more daring. “It’s something | learned little by little.
When | was at McGill University, | was subscribed to
several fashion magazines: GQ, Esquire, Details; there
were great rebates for students at the time. Little by
little, | absorbed the information, and it became sec-
ond nature to me. | know enough of the basics to be
able to play around with it and to push the boundaries
a little further by trying different things. It's important to
have fun with it and take risks.”

In addition to his imposing six foot two stature, Sugar
Sammy captures his audiences’ attention with his
charisma and fashion choices, which are always el-
egant but never conservative. Even though men are
rarely asked about their clothes in interviews, fashion
is a still a mode of seduction for them. Sugar Sammy
elaborates, “In fact, in my every day life | am reserved
and timid. It's only on stage or in front of a camera that
it explodes. | find that the most interesting artists are
those that give it their all on stage, while retaining a
certain anonymity in their daily lives. | am more of an
observer, and | am a loyal man. | have a woman in my
life. | am happy to no longer have to search for my soul
mate, because bar life can be crazy.”

What'’s certain is that even if Sugar Sammy’s heart be-
longs to a beautiful young woman, he will continue
breaking the hearts of many more women—or at least
keep making them laugh.

Profile

Photography Sylvain Blais

P30

DTK MEN THE ART ISSUE

DTKMEN THE ART ISSUE

P31



